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right-thinking men, and to transgress your unwritten code 01
laws,"
The system was at once put into operation ; " Courts " sai
to administer the terrible " unwritten code n and to clecre<
the boycott; whether desired or no, criminal allies were no*
wanting to the Land League ; they began their work ir
earnest., and assassinations became frequent. Among th<
victims wan a nobleman named Lord MountmorrLs. Finally
Mr. Forster was driven to insist on a poliey of repression
Criminal proceedings were commenced against Parnell am
other Irish leaders, which ended in a disagreement of th<
jury and a great increase in his prestige and bitterness* li
January 1881 the new Coercion Act, giving special power
of arrest, enquiry, and a summary criminal procedure, wa
introduced by Mr. Forster with a heavy and, indeed, almos
a breaking heart.<e If I could have forseen it, I would neve;
have entered Parliament," he said* It was carried on tib
2nd March, in the face of the most persistent, scientific, an<
violent Irish obstruction ; the closure* was invented as a dc
vice to deal with this new kind of opposition ; however, i]
April of the same year a Land Bill, highly beneficial to th
Irish peasant, became law, The Act founded the Land Cora
mission, and embodied the principles of fair rent, fixity c
tenure, and free disposal of landed property for the tenant!
It gave no more than was just; yet the boon had bee;
granted, not as a free gift, but as the reward of lawless art
cruel agitation. Parnell knew this, and so did the Iris
people ; nor did the Land League give the Act their whol<
hearted approval; its effect was doubtful,  and   Parne
advised the Irish tenants in general not to avail themsclv<
of the machinery of the Act by applying to the Courts fc
"fair rents," until certain test cases had been decided, an
decided favourably. This disgusted  and  infuriated  M
Gladstone, who began to think that Parnell was political!
impossible and was determined to ruin any attempt, howev<
generous, by English statesmen to help Ireland* He made tl
ominous statement " that the resources of civilisation we;
not exhausted " ; and the Government,, which had failed
convict Parnell before a jury, decided to arrest him und